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SAFETY OFFICER
Purpose:

The purpose of this SOG is to establish the role and responsibilities of the Safety Officer on the emergency scene, and to establish a procedure for alerting firefighters when a sudden change in conditions, equipment failures, and or unsafe operational behavior is identified, in order to allow for a safe and expeditious correction or exit from the dangerous area or situation.
Safety Officer:
The Safety Officer position will be incorporated into the incident management system as an additional function within the command staff.  The Safety Officer will report directly to the Incident Commander.
In general, the Safety Officer shall be responsible for ensuring that all safety procedures and practices are observed on the emergency scene.  The Safety Officer will observe existing conditions and identify potentially hazardous conditions that may develop.  Once identified, the Safety Officer shall formulate measures to protect the safety of personnel.

The prevention of unsafe conditions and acts is the responsibility of all personnel operating on the emergency scene, regardless of their rank or position. The Safety Officer shall have the authority to halt operations whenever unsafe acts or conditions, that may occur on the emergency scene, have been identified.

The Safety Officer shall have the following operational authority and responsibilities:
A. Authority

The Safety Officer shall have the authority the halt or alter any emergency scene operation that is determined to be unsafe.  He/she shall have the authority to order personnel to immediately comply with all safety regulations and company safety practices.  He/she shall have the authority to order noncompliant personnel from the emergency scene, with the consent of the Incident Commander.

No provision in this SOG shall relieve any officer or firefighter from the responsibility of halting any unsafe action or behavior on the emergency scene.  Violations are to be reported to the Safety Officer for appropriate action.

B. Operational Guidelines

1. Safety Officer(s) shall be appointed by the Chief annually to function in that capacity at the discretion of the Chief.
2. In the absence of a company appointed Safety Officer, at least one Safety Officer shall be appointed by the Incident Commander on all working incident scenes.  The Safety Officer shall be known as the safety sector and will be identified by the term Safety Officer and the division number, i.e. Safety Officer 5-3.  NOTE: The Incident Commander will be responsible for safety until the designated Safety Officer is on the scene and operational.
3. The Safety Officer shall normally be positioned at the Command Post.  He/she may have to be flexible on scene to best survey overall operations.

4. The Safety Officer shall be identified by an appropriate vest and company appointed Safety Officers shall have an Orange shield affixed to their helmet.

C. Responsibilities

1. Shall enforce all safety regulations in a fair, equitable, and respectful manner.
2. Shall ensure all personnel are appropriately attired on the emergency scene.
3. Shall establish safety zones to protect personnel and bystanders.
4. Shall maintain communications with the Command Post to advise of changing conditions or hazards.
5. Shall halt any operations deemed unsafe to personnel or bystanders.
6. Shall assist with incident critique as it pertains to scene safety.
7. Shall prepare written statements of unsafe, flagrant, or repeated safety violations, including personnel involved.  Shall forward such reports to the Fire Chief and Company Safety Officer.
8. Shall assist in the investigation of firefighter injuries and deaths. 

9. Shall ensure accountability procedures are in place and being followed for all personnel operating on the emergency scene.
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