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Seatbelt Usage
Policy Statement:

Maryland State Law requires that all personnel wear seatbelts in vehicles that are moving.  The fire service is not exempt from this.  This has been a challenge for the fire service for the last decade; however, firefighter safety is of the utmost importance.  Personnel shall adhere to the following:

1. Personnel shall always wear their seatbelts when apparatus is in motion.  This includes utility cars and chief officers. 

2. It shall be the sole responsibility of the member to ensure they are seated properly and secured. 

3. Personnel shall refrain from sitting next to doors when there are less then 8 personnel in the cab.  
3.1. Numerous firefighters have been injured falling out of apparatus when the doors come open or when the door handle is accidentally pulled.  

4. Personnel shall refrain from putting on their gear while standing or located near the cab doors.  

5. Personnel shall wear seat belts after they don their SCBA shoulder and lap straps. 

6. Personnel shall make every attempt to don all their gear and SCBA before the apparatus is in motion. 

7. Personnel shall not attempt to mount or dismount a moving vehicle under any circumstances.

8. Officers will enforce these rules or be held accountable.  
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