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Mayday

Policy Statement:

The safety of our members is paramount. The incident commander (IC) is responsible and accountable for establishing a rapid intervention team (RIT). In the event that a mayday situation occurs, The IC will immediately be able to provide pertinent information to the rapid intervention team (RIT) prior to their deployment.

Purpose:

To establish Mayday procedures in the event of a Mayday situation.

Definitions:
Mayday is a situation indicating that one or more fire and rescue personnel are in need of immediate emergency assistance.

Mayday Procedures

1. A mayday signal shall be immediately transmitted by personnel working in the hot zone that become lost, trapped, disoriented, injured, or in need of emergency assistance.
2. The mayday signal shall be as follows: (1) Press the Orange Emergency Button on your portable radio, (2) say “Engine 514 to command: Mayday, Mayday, Mayday” Followed by the following vital information: 


L – Location: Division 2, Bravo/Charlie Bedroom



U – Unit: Engine 514



N – Name: Firefighter John Doe



A – Assignment: Search and Rescue



R – Resources Needed: Air, Rope, Saw, etc.

     The IC shall consider sounding the evacuation tone, depending on current operating 
     crew’s functions and safety. If the IC evacuates the building it would allow the IC to 
     regroup crews and assess crew’s physical condition. The IC may elect to not 
     evacuate to prevent fire progression that could impede rescue or other related 
     reasons
2.1. When the Mayday call is answered by Command:

2.1.1. The trapped firefighters, RIT and Command will remain on the fireground talkgroup to conduct rescue operations.

2.1.2. ALL other fireground activities will take place on an alternate talkgroup until the Mayday situation is over. 

2.1.3. The IC shall also notify communications of the emergency and have them announce over all talkgroups the new fire ground operations talkgroup.
2.2. If the mayday call is not answered after two attempts:

2.2.1. The crew shall switch the talkgroup of their radio by turning the channel select knob either all the way to the right or all the way to the left as both of these talkgroups are the same and are the main channel for that zone, then repeat the information to the emergency operation center (EOC). 
2.2.2. The EOC shall raise the incidents IC and advise them of the situation and have the IC contact the mayday crew on that talkgroup. 
2.2.3. The mayday crew shall remain on this new Talkgroup until they have been rescued.
3. The IC shall assign a sector officer to assume mayday operations and the IC shall perform a PAR, evaluate the need for additional resources and limit entry only to the necessary crews.
4. The IC shall also request additional resources necessary for the treatment of the mayday crew. It is recommended that as soon as a mayday happens the IC request at least one paramedic unit and 2 additional engines
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