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Rapid Intervention Team (RIT)

Policy Statement:

The safety of our members is paramount. The incident commander (IC) is responsible and accountable for establishing a rapid intervention team (RIT). In the event that a mayday situation occurs, The IC will immediately be able to provide pertinent information to the rapid intervention team (RIT) prior to their deployment.

Purpose:

To provide guidelines for RIT and its deployment on working incidents.
Definitions

1. Rapid Intervention Team (RIT) consists of at least four personnel, but may be increased to a higher number depending on the nature, type and severity of the incident. The crewmembers should be trained and equipped for immediate response to rescue a member or crew if necessary. RIT is established at the onset of operations in an IDLH atmosphere or when deemed necessary by the IC.

1.1. The intent of the above definition is to provide a rapid intervention team who will be available to rescue members on ANY incident. The intent is to begin with at least four personnel and to increase the number of personnel as the number of the crews assigned to an incident increases. The personnel assigned to RIT should be trained in rapid intervention techniques for the particular incident. It is recommended the RIT be staffed with an officer if possible.
RIT (back up crew) guidelines


1. On any working incident at least three experienced firefighters and an officer if at all possible (four personnel) shall be assigned as a RIT (back up crew) who are ready to rescue the firefighter entry team should a mayday be sounded.
1.1. The initial RIT WILL come from the THIRD ENGINE arriving on scene 
1.2. The IC shall ensure that the RIT personnel are not assigned to other activities that would prevent them from rapidly being able to respond to an emergency or endanger others if they abandon their previous assignment. 
1.3. At least one RIT member shall maintain radio contact with the firefighter entry team 
1.4. This crew should constantly be re assessing the location of crews and means to rescue them.

2. As the incident escalates and additional resources arrive on the scene the IC shall reassess the RIT and assign additional resources as appropriate.

3. On all 2nd alarm assignments a RIT engine shall be alerted and be designated as          such on dispatch.  Each additional alarm will also.   
RIT (back up crew) procedures

1. The RIT shall be located close to the point of entry and shall be properly dressed for the incident and have suitable equipment to affect rescue.

2. The equipment that should remain with the RIT and placed on the RIT Tarp shall consist of but not limited to;

2.1. RIT-PAK

2.2. Rope Bag

2.3. Folding/Attic Ladder
2.4. Haligan Bar & Pick Head Axe (Strapped Irons with Arm Sling)
2.5. Sledge Hammer

2.6. Thermal Imaging Camera – from Engine 515
2.7. Saw (Chainsaw for ordinary construction, K-12 with steel and concrete blades for heavier construction
2.8. Two (2) Light Boxes

2.9. Stokes Basket

3. The RIT will also have immediate access to a minimum 200’ attack line which may remain in a hose bed if located close to RIT staging.

4. The RIT shall be maintained until the situation is thoroughly mitigated and the team is released by the Incident Commander.
	RIT-PAK contents:

1. One hour SCBA bottle w/ hoses

2. One (1) spare facepiece
3. One (1) set wire cutters
4. Utility knife 
5. Trauma Scissors

6. Small pry bar

7. 12-14 inch bolt cutters
8. Drag strap


	ROPE BAG contents:

1. Main Bag – 125’ 5/8” lifeline with Carabineer

2. Rope Bag – detachable mainline search rope bag 100' 3/8" knotted lifeline with carabineer
3. Four (4) 50' sections of 3/8” rope with carabineers

4. Three (3) Carabineers


RIT personnel assignments

	Team Officer/Leader

· Portable Radio

· Light Box

· Thermal Imaging Camera –Engine 515
Firefighter

· Portable Radio

· RIT Pack

· Tarp
	Firefighter

· Portable Radio

· Haligan & Axe

· Light Box
Firefighter

· Portable Radio

· Rope bag

· Other equipment from tarp as assigned (ladder, stokes basket, saws, etc.)
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