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Backing of Units
Policy Statement:

Whenever the Tower, Rescue, Mini Pumper, Dive Unit, Swiftwater Bus, any unit towing a trailer or boat or an Engine is being operated and put into reverse it will be the responsibility of the officer or acting officer on board to ensure that someone is out in view of the driver, to safely assist the driver in backing as to not strike anything.  This includes when the unit is backing into the station once the fire apparatus is on the ramp and out of the flow of traffic.
 

If the unit is operated driver only, it is the responsibility of the operator to ensure there is nothing behind the unit able to be hit.  This may include getting out and physically looking behind the vehicle. All mirrors, rear windows and back up camera can be used for secondary assistance where available
 

For Utility and Chief's vehicles, it will be the responsibility of the operator to ensure there is nothing behind the unit able to be hit.  This may include getting out and physically looking behind the vehicles, also use of all mirrors and looking through the rear window will help.
 

Violation of this policy will issue an immediate suspension of driving privileges from the operator for a period of 5 days.  This suspension will also be issued to the officer or acting officer failing to have a backer in place.  If a unit backs into something with a backer in place, that individual will also be held accountable.  After investigation is complete this suspension may be lifted or extended at the discretion of the chief.
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