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	FROM THE CHIEF

     Smoke alarms save lives and can cut the risk of dying in a fire by half.  However, smoke alarms must be installed, maintained and working properly to do so.  The federal and state fire agencies are promoting “Smoke Alarms:  A Sound You can live With!” This is the theme from this year’s Fire Prevention Week campaign, which was October 3-9, 2010.
Rather than give you the statistics, we will advise you that out of the lives lost this year thus far, only 15% had working smoke detectors.  That is alarming, since smoke detectors and the batteries to maintain them, are so inexpensive.  A smoke detector will give you the additional time you need to get yourself and your family to safety.  
      Here are some smoke alarm tips: 

     At least one smoke alarm should be located on every level of the home, including the basement, as well as in every sleeping room and outside of each sleeping area. 

     Whatever type of smoke alarm you choose, they should carry the label of a recognized testing laboratory.  

     Check you smoke alarm monthly and change the batteries at least twice a year. (usually when we change our clocks is a great time)

     Familiarize children with the sound of your smoke alarms. (Note:  Some children may not wake up to the sound of the alarm; they may need to hear your voice to wake them.)

     Do not remove batteries to put in games or other appliances.

     If cooking sets off the alarm, do not disable, wave at towel or open a window to clear any smoke from the area.
     Smoke alarms do wear out, replace them as needed. 

     Keep smoke alarms clean. Dust and debris can interfere with their operation.  
     Interconnected, hard-wired smoke alarms with battery back-ups should be considered.  When one detector goes off, the others will alert you too.  

From the Association 

Street Fair News

     First of all, I would like to extend my sincere thank you to all who attended this year’s Valley City Street Fair!  We had a beautiful weekend for our 76th Annual Street Fair and celebration of our Township’s Bicentennial year.  The Bicentennial Committee was able to schedule the Air Force Military Band of Flight to perform at Mill Stream Park on Friday night.

     For all of you that missed them, what a great performance!    Hopefully someday we can get them to return and perform once again.  

     I want to thank all who spent many hours working on preparations for the fair and then working long hours during the fair.  And how about those who were cooking the meals that were served each day. How did everyone like the BBQ Chicken Dinner served on Sunday? It went fast, so I did not even get a sample taste.  Thank you to all our wonderful cooks and to those who served the public!  A big thank you to all who volunteered their precious time to help during the fair.  This is a community event that introduces everyone to their neighbors and makes new friends.

Halloween Party

     So now that the fair is over, we now have to get ready for Halloween.  This year Halloween will fall on Sunday night October 31, so the kids will have to wait to eat all their candy since they will have to get up for school the
next day.  Once again we will have our parade from the train depot to the fire station, line up at 6:00 PM with the parade starting at 6:30 PM.  Costume judging will be for pre-school through 6th grade and will be done during the line up time and hopefully our judges will have their results ready by the time everyone reaches the fire station. So, if you want to be in the costume contest, you must go to the depot so the judges can make their decisions. 
     We will be serving refreshments and treats at the fire station for all who would like to join us.  If you have any questions, call the fire station at 330-483-3811.  

Sincerely,
Bonnie Weber, Association President
	     For those of us using wood burning stoves, an annual cleaning of the stove and chimney should be done before you light your first fire. This is a fire safety must.  Use a well seasoned firewood and dispose of ashes in a metal container as the ashes stay hot for several days.

Include a check of your furnace chimney or discharges for any type of blockage from birds or wasp nests.  Also check intakes and exhausts located at ground level for any blockages from bushes, leaves, etc. for high efficiency furnaces. 

     As winter weather approaches, I encourage all residents to assist the fire department by maintaining visible address signs.   This will aid the fire department in the event of an emergency at your home.  We are also asking for your help in keeping the nearby hydrants clear of snow by shoveling if needed.  Also remember to keep driveways clear for emergency vehicles.  This is especially important for those of us with long driveways. 
      As the leaves fall, this would be a good time to trim any trees, bushes, etc. that narrow driveways preventing easy access for the emergency vehicles.  
     Delivery of the New Grass Fire Truck will occur this month and will be put into service by the end of the month.  This vehicle is multifunctional and will have the ability to fight grass, field, and brush fires.  It will also allow us to transport injured victims from off the road incidents such as all terrain vehicle mishaps.  The 5 person cab will now be able to transport a crew in one vehicle instead of two separate vehicles.  Along with its many uses, it has a tow package and can tow various trailers if necessary.

Mario D’Amico, Chief

Hi Kids – Sparky the Fire Dog Here!

     Boo!  Are you getting ready for the spookiest day of the year?  Halloween is quickly sneaking up.  Here are some simple tips and you’ll be on your way to safe trick-or treating.

Halloween Safety Tips

· Have grown-ups make sure your costume is fire safe  There should be a flame-resistant or flame retardant label on store bought costumes, wigs and props (such as magic wands, hats, and tails, etc.)

· Costumes shouldn’t have baggy sleeves or billowing capes, they could easily catch fire if you brush against a candle or jack-o-lantern.

· Be on the look out and stay away from open flames (like candles and jack-o-lanterns).

· If your clothes catch fire, make sure to stop, drop, and roll over and over to put the fire out.  It’s always a good idea to practice. 

· Follow the rules of the road.  When crossing the street, stop at the curb or edge of the road.  Look left, then right, then left again for moving cars or trucks before crossing.  Kids 10 years old and younger should cross the street with a grown-up.

· Make sure a grown-up goes with you trick-or-treating.

· Lastly, have a grown-ups check your candy before you eat it (and don’t forget to brush your teeth afterwards)!

I certainly hope all of you have a fun and safe Halloween!

Your Friend Sparky
Mark your calendar for

”Christmas in the Valley”

December 12, 2010


